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BOOK REVIEWS. 



Vancouver's Discovery of Puget Sound. By Edmond S. 
Meany, Professor of History, University of Washington, and 
Secretary Wishington ^University State Historical Society. (New 
York: The Macmillan Company, 1907, 344 pp., $2.50.) 

With this expressive title has recently been published the 
latest addition to the history of the North Pacific Coast. No" 
original literary work in the past, connected with Western 
America, has been of more interest and value than Vancouver's 
own narrative of his explorations during the last decade of the 
eighteenth century. His journal of that famous voyage, covering 
a period of four years, was evidently written from day to day 
as the expedition progressed, and just as evidently was truth- 
ful and reliable in every respect. George Vancouver entered the 
British Navy in 1772 at the tender age of thirteen years. For 
nineteen years following he sailed about the world, rendering 
his country various forms of naval service, including engagement 
in battle, and participation in the great voyage of discovery by 
Captain Cook to the Far West, the Far South and the Far North, 
and by reason of the zeal and ability he displayed, rising rank by 
rank until he became a commander and captain. ^He was a care- 
ful navigator, an able seaman, a strict disciplinarian, thorough in 
all his undertakings, honest and loyal to the core. These things 
being known at London, it is not astonishing that he \yas chosen 
to conduct an expedition in which would be required a combina- 
tion of tact and delicacy, courage and skill, intelligence and 
ability possessed by but few of his contemporaries in the service. 
The duties imposed upon him on this occasion were honorable 
in the extreme ; the powers conferred broad and generous. They 
included international diplomacy, as well as exploration, discov- 
ery and the acquisition of territory, protection and fostering of 
British trade, the making of maps and charts, the writing of his- 
tory, and the supreme command of two naval vessels and one 
hundred and forty-five men for a period exceedingly prolonged 
and in parts of the world where official communication with 
him would be as impossible as today would be the case with one 
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at the North Pole. Captain Vancouver left his mark wherever 
he went, and very visibly so on the coast of the State of Wash- 
ington, on Puget Sound, in the waters and on the shores of Brit- 
ish Columbia and in Alaska. It is of this part of his long vqy- 
age that Professor Meany has written and published. He has 
reproduced in full the very copious reports of Vancouver, the 
value of which may be understood when it is stated that it is 
practically impossible to secure or buy the same as published 
one hundred and more years ago. Not only has he done this, 
but he has added immensely to the value of his publication by 
the descriptive and biographic notes and portraits with which 
the book abounds. Vancouver confined his illustrations to 
scenes on the voyage and to maps, and modestly and naturally 
enough said but little of himself and others outside their oflicial 
acts and functions. In the work under review are not only all 
the original illustrations, but many others, enlivening it greatly, 
and making plainer the text. The biographies are scarcely less 
important than the body matter. He tells plainly and at length 
who Puget, Vashon, Hood, Howe, Rainier, Gardner, Jervis, 
Burrard and Mudge were — ^all officers of the Royal Navy, who 
distinguished themselves, who became Admirals, and whose 
names were left by Vancouver upon waters and lands where 
they are likely to remain to the end 6i time. So also of Towns- 
hend, Grenville, Bute, Whidby, Orchard, Baker, Broughton and 
others. Probably the fullest life sketch of Vancouver himself is 
that appearing in this volume from the pen of his admiring 
biographer, the professor of history of the University of Wash-, 
ington. Justice is also done to Quadra, the Spaniard, who is 
here rescued from oblivion and to whoSe memory deserved honor 
is paid. The explorations, enterprises and other acts of Drake, 
Cook, Perez, Heceta, Meares, Portlock, Dixon, Kendrick, Gray, 
Barclay, Martinez, Elisa, Fidalgo, Quimper, Caamano and others, 
at and about Nootka, Fuca Strait, Columbia River and elsewhere 
on the Pacific shores are briefly and entertainingly told. So also 
there is account of the celebrated Indian chief Maquinna, of 
Nootka, and narration of the destruction there of the American 
ships Boston and Tonquin, with massacre of their crews — ^two 
of the bloodiest and most terrible events in our Pacific history. 
In this reproduction of Vancouver's journal in its entirety, and 
its placing in the new form within the reach of all idesirous per- 
sons, a great literary service has been rendered to the world. 
When to this are added the other matters herein referred 
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the introductory chapters, the side narratives, the biographies, 
explanatory notes and illustrations — the value of the service is 
increased beyond estimation or expression, and especially is 
this true in its relation to the people occupying the countries 
bordered on the west by the Pacific Ocean. Conscientiously, 
clearly, concisely, the author has told a story that here is of deep 
interest and to which there never will be diminution. 

In the volume he has just issued Professor Meany gratefully 
acknowledges his obligations to numerous persons, both in Eu- 
rope and America, for assistance given him in the preparation 
and publication, and gracefully dedicates it to his Alma Mater, 
the University of Washington. 

THOMAS W. PROSCH. 



Professor Edmond S. Meany. 

It is habitual to speak of Seattle as a young city. The vigor 
and enthusiasm of youth is noticeable in most of its prominent 
citizens, and the uncompleted condition of its streets, and the 
many new buildings in course of construction are suggestive of 
newness. The city is, however, not too young to reap honors 
from the character and achievements of men who have lived in 
Seattle from childhood to mature age and achieved success within 
her atmosphere and environments. Among the men of the class 
above indicated. Professor Edmond S. Meany stands among the 
foremost. He is a man of great physical and intellectual force. 
In stature and the massiveness of his frame he resembles a fir 
tree ; his clear and penetrating eyes are like an eagle's ; and his 
voice needs not to be reinforced by a megaphone to be heard dis- 
tinctly by every person in any large assemblage of people ; as a 
student and seeker of knowledge he is untiring ; as a lecturer and 
orator he is fluent, interesting, persuasive and magnetic ; he has 
a retentive memory and a logical mind, by which he is enabled 
when addressing an audience to use most effectively the great 
thoughts and important facts which by industry and patience he 
has gleaned from books and collected in travel ; in the cause of 
education, in scientific research, and in all that pertains to the 
public welfare, he is an enthusiast and a patriot ; he is magnani- 
mous and brave, an ardent lover of his friends, and faithful to his 
home family. 



